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will cost as much more, and we want a person to take charge 
of this establishment who shall devote himself entirely to the 
objects intended to be answered by it. We might then look 
at the stars with our own eyes ; we might then hope to do 
something for the advancement of science and for the honour 
of our country. To accomplish all this, we want nothing but 
money. We have a man amongst us most eminently qual- 
ified for the station, — a profound astronomer, who is al- 
ready considerably accustomed to the business of observing, 
much attached to the College, highly respected and beloved 
by all his acquaintance, — and who has translated the most 
complete and the most difficult work which has hitherto ap- 
peared on the subject of astronomy, illustrating it at the same 
time with copious notes, that will probably render it accessi- 
ble to a hundred persons, where it is now accessible to one. 
This work, should the public be favoured with it, will make 
him better known, and we shall learn from foreign critics 
more justly to estimate his talents and attainments. 
Cambridge, Nov. 1818. 



Professor Ebeling's Library. 

[The following are the proceedings of the Corporation of Harvard College, 
relative to the donation recently made to the University of this valu- 
able library. We subjoin a brief account of the collection.] 

Harvard University, Cambridge. 

At a meeting of the President and Fellows of Harvard 
College, June 26, 1818 : — 

The President laid before the board a letter from the Hon. 
Israel Thorndike of Boston, of the following tenor, viz. 

« Dear Sir — Having been informed, some time since, that 
the late Professor Ebeling of Hamburgh had left a very ex- 
tensive and valuable library containing many volumes, maps, 
and charts, peculiarly adapted to be useful in the United 
States, I determined upon purchasing it, provided it could be 
obtained at a fair price, considering its intrinsic worth, and 
to present it to the University at Cambridge as a mark of 
the great esteem I feel for those who compose the govern- 
ment of that seminary, and of veneration for its great anti- 
quity and usefulness. " You will perceive by the enclosed let- 
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ters and copies, that this object has been effected, and that 
orders have been given for the shipment to the United States 
for account of the University. 

I have to request that your corporation will be pleased to 
accept this library, with my best wishes that it may be found 
conducive to the great end we all have in view, — the exten- 
sion of knowledge in our country. 

* I am, dear sir, with respect and esteem, 
' your obedient servant.' 

Whereupon it was voted : 

That the corporation most gratefully accept this donation 
to the University. They beg leave to express to the donor 
their high gratification in this act of munificence, which en- 
titles him to the respect and gratitude of present and future 
times ; which is the means of keeping together a rich mass 
of materials for illustrating the history, circumstances and 
resources of our country ; which indicates a becoming parti- 
cipation in the views and sense of the services of a distin- 
guished professor and excellent man, abroad, who employed 
the greatest part of a long life in researches and labours re- 
lating to America ; and which makes a peculiarly valuable 
and interesting addition to the apparatus possessed by the 
University for cultivating the recording sciences and for 
acquiring and diffusing a knowledge of our country and of 
the new world in general. 

The corporation take satisfaction in this generous gift, not 
only on account of its intrinsic worth, but also as it presents 
another instance in which good learning receives that indi- 
vidual patronage from which, in the present state of our 
society, the endowments of literature must principally flow ;•— 
an example of favour to the interests of lettered knowledge, 
which they trust will contribute to preserve and promote 
among the reflecting and patriotic, blessed with opulence, a 
worthy emulation in assisting the intellectual advancement of 
our state and nation, and augmenting the usefulness and re- 
nown of our ancient and cherished University. 

Voted : — That the President, Hon. J. Davis and Hon. J. 
Phillips, be a committee to communicate to Mr. Thorndike 
these proceedings of the corporation ; and to take such order 
in regard to the reception and disposition of this property, 
as shall appear expedient and proper. 

Attest, JOHN T. KIRKLAND. President. 

Vol. VIII. No. 1. 27 
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We have been favoured with the sight of the Catalogue of 
the American Library of the celebrated Chr. Dan. Ebeling, 
Professor of History at Hamburgh, which one of our distin- 
guished citizens has lately presented to Harvard College. 
This library, collected with the greatest care and expense by 
the unwearied labour of fifty years, contains above three 
thousand volumes, of which six hundred and one are folios, 
including three hundred and fifty two volumes of newspapers, 
printed in this country, three hundred and forty one quartos, 
and two thousand and ninety octavos and smaller books. 

The plan of the catalogue is analytical, — the Index exhibit- 
ingJirsU the collections of writers on America, next the 
history before Columbus, then the authors, who treat of Amer- 
ica in general, — 1. Columbus, Vesputius, &c. ; 2. books of 
general history and geography ; 3. of general geography ; 
4. history and origin of the Indians ; 5. history, ecclesias- 
tical ; 6. literary ; 7. natural ; 8. commodities and 

discommodities, derived from America. Then follow the 
works that treat of the grand divisions of America : 1. North, 
in general ; 2. South, in general ; 3. Islands. The next 
division, which is very copious, embracing above three hun- 
dred volumes on the Spanish Colonies, is thus subdivided : 
1. Mexico, 2. California, 3. Florida, 4. Terra Firma, 5. Ven- 
ezuela, Caraccas, &c. 6. Guiana, Oronoco and the river of the 
Amazons, 7. Peru, 8. Chili and Patagonia, 9. Paraguay and 

Buenos Ayres, 10. ecclesiastical. history, 11. literary, 

12. natural, 13. geographical descriptions, further sub- 
divided into nine parts, 14. statistics, 15. of the genius, &c. 
of the natives. The Portuguese colonies stand next, under 
these heads : 1. history and descriptions, 2. history ecclesiast- 
ical, 3. natural, 4. of distinct Captaincies, 5. statis- 
tics, 6. history of the natives. The French follow ; then the 
Danish, occupying twenty-one volumes, — then the Swedish, 
then the Russian, occupying three volumes, and the Dutch, thir- 
ty. The English colonies, which succeed, have contributed, of 
course, much wealth to this collection. The West India Is- 
lands, belonging to all nations, occupy a large division, the 
last in the Catalogue. 

The chief labour of the Professor, however, was evidently 
bestowed on the collection of works relative to our part of the 
continent ; — the books in which the United States generally 
are treated of, being first exhibited by the Index, — next, the 
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principal subjects of inquiry, under six classes, with divisions 
too numerous to be here stated, comprise all the information 
printed by foreigners or residents. 

That every thing we could desire will be found in this 
American library, would be too much to declare; but the de- 
gree of its completeness may be estimated from this fact, that 
several books, published in England or here, of which no an- 
tiquary could find a copy in either country, are now restored 
to us. These indeed are little more than curious, and by 
most men would be thought of little worth. But the works 
of great learning, research and cost, which all languages 
have bestowed so liberally on America, contained in this col- 
lection, we may unhesitatingly affirm, could be found in no 
other single, library in the world. The Athenseum in Boston 
has probably many fine works of less rarity, which the Ger- 
man Professor had failed to acquire, and the Massachusetts 
Historical Society contains no small number of curious tracts, 
which would by him have been sought in vain, — but this li- 
brary exhibits double or treble the quantity of books relating 
to America, in which those invaluable depositories are defi- 
cient. It is hoped that this most liberal foundation for a Bib- 
liotheca Americana, in the most extensive sense of the phrase, 
will stimulate the present age and posterity to supply what- 
ever enlargement the superstructure may admit. The im- 
mense mass of authorities can never be employed and im- 
proved by a single scholar, but must be divided, like the ma- 
terials of commerce, by a philosophical partition among many 
labourers. The exertions of Professor Ebeling in collecting 
this library, — which was, and would have continued, an ex- 
traordinary or an unrivalled one in Europe, — were well 
known ; and the munificence of Mr. Thorndike, by which this 
intellectual treasure is secured to Cambridge forever, may be 
further appreciated by the general knowledge of the fact, that 
his competitor for the purchase was the king of Prussia. 



